
 
  

 

 
 
 

Coronavirus – Update from Falck Global Assistance 

Update 12: 02.03.2020 

Disclaimer: Falck Global Assistance adheres to the advice of the Danish health authorities and the World 

Health Organization. Events regarding Covid-19 are subject to rapid change. Travelers are advised to follow 

the advice of their local health authorities. 

 

With over 7000 infections outside of China in 60 countries, the WHO has raised to risk level 

of Covid-19 spreading worldwide to very high. State health authorities around the world are preparing for 

widespread community transmission of Covid-19 as some health experts begin to signal the failure of 

containment measures. While containment and travel restrictions may have failed to stop the virus from 

jumping international borders, it has given countries critical time to prepare for the next phase of action: 

mitigation.  

Several countries have already imposed mitigation strategies, with Germany and Italy 

banning large public gatherings and a number of other countries closing schools and universities. Other 

mitigation measures that may be imposed by state authorities include daily personal protective measures 

such as masks or gloves, increased social distancing to keep the sick away from others, and environmental 

surface cleaning measures to arrest surface-to-person transmission. Massive public health efforts require 

cooperation from the public and readers are advised to follow the advice of their local health authorities.  

As the virus continues to slow in China, the rate of transmission in Europe and the US is 

increasing. The UK announced plans to publish a national response plan after an emergency cabinet 

meeting today. France continues to weigh options to restrict public gatherings as the Louvre remained 

closed for a second day. In Germany, several schools in North Rhine-Westphalia have closed as authorities 

trace the origin of the outbreak. In the US, new cases emerged in New York, Florida and Rhode Island – 

most linked to recent international travel – but an emerging outbreak at a nursing home in Washington 

State has led to local quarantines for first responders and recent visitors of the site.  

Indonesia reported its first two cases of Covid-19 after much scrutiny from experts about the 

absence of cases in the country known for its tourism. More countries continue to announce travel bans 

and restrictions against travelers and non-residents arriving from epidemic hot spots around the world. 

Iran, South Korea, Italy, and China remain the most travel restricted countries.  

 
Advice for travelers and companies: 
 
- Avoid all travel to the Hubei Province and non-essential travel\transit through China.  

- Expect travel disruptions and plan accordingly.  

- Follow the advice given by authorities.  

- Keep updated on flight restrictions, travel bans, and border closings, as these can be issued with 
short or no-notice.  

- Avoid travelling if you are ill.  

- Seek immediate medical attention if you or your co-travelers experience any of the following 
symptoms: runny nose, cough, headaches, fever and/or shortness of breath.  

- Travelers should exercise suitable sanitary precautions incl. regularly washing hands and avoid 
contact with stray animals.  

- Continue to monitor trusted news sources for virus developments and remain skeptical when reading 
social media.  

 


