
 
  

 

 
 
 

Coronavirus – Update from Falck Global Assistance 

Update 7: 05.02.2020 

The vast majority of new cases remain centered around the epicenter of Wuhan, with some 24000 

reported. Within China, the outbreak has now spread to all of the country’s provinces and special 

administrative regions. Internationally, the list of infected countries remains the same leaving the total 

number of infected countries at 25. While the WHO’s global risk assessment level remains high, travelers 

are reminded that unless traveling in Wuhan or surrounding regions, personal risk of contracting the virus is 

low. This is evident in the small but growing number of international cases, of which almost all originated 

from Wuhan.  

As US airport authorities race to implement new travel and quarantine rules, European 

health authorities are discussing the possibility of enacting similar restrictions across the EU. In the US, 

foreign nationals who have visited China in the past 14 days have been temporarily banned from entry with 

similar travel bans recently announced for both Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines and Singapore. 

Further, Australia, New Zealand, France, and UK add to a growing list of countries advising all citizens to 

leave China if able. WHO officials have warned against the imposition of measures that disproportionately 

interfere with international travel and trade, as well as serve to spread fear and uncertainty.  

As global efforts to contain the virus are ramping up, some governments are also working to 

contain the spread of fake news and disinformation. Reports are surfacing of racism and discrimination 

against people of Chinese ethnicity exacerbated by anxiety and paranoia about the virus. Chinese travelers 

and travelers of Chinese ethnicity are advised to remain extra vigilant against possible discrimination. While 

no reports of violence are known at this time, evidence for anti-Chinese and even anti-Asian racism, bias, or 

social ostracization is growing. 

 

Precautionary measures have not changed per our last update.  

 

Advice for travelers and companies: 
 

- Avoid all travel to the Hubei Province and non-essential travel\transit through China.  

- Expect travel disruptions and plan accordingly.  

- Follow the advice given by authorities.  

- Keep updated on flight restrictions, travel bans, and border closings, as these can be issued with 

short or no-notice.  

- Avoid travelling if you are ill.  

- Seek immediate medical attention if you or your co-travelers experience any of the following 

symptoms: runny nose, cough, headaches, fever and/or shortness of breath.  

- Travelers should exercise suitable sanitary precautions incl. regularly washing hands and avoid 
contact with stray animals. 

- Continue to monitor trusted news sources for virus developments and remain skeptical when reading 

social media. 
- Travelers of Chinese or Asian ethnicity should exercise vigilance against racism or prejudice 

regarding anxiety and paranoia about the virus 

 


