
 
  

 

 
 
 

Coronavirus – Update from Falck Global Assistance 

Update 8: 10.02.2020 

 Following the end of the extended Lunar New Year holidays in China, businesses are 

gradually reopening as people begin to return to work. While extending the holidays provided an important 

window for implementing a containment strategy, the Chinese people and economy have faced heavy 

losses. The following days and weeks will serve as a crucial test for China’s containment strategy as people 

and trade begin again to flow around the country despite the growing presence of coronavirus. New 

research from China’s top epidemiologist suggests that the incubation period can be as long as 24 days, 

making the 14-day quarantine protocol potentially insufficient.  

In Beijing today, authorities announced the implementation of closed management, adding 

Beijing to a list of over 80 Chinese cities now operating under a closed city state. Other major Chinese cities 

reportedly under closed management include Tianjin, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, and Chengdu. All non-

essential public areas in these cities are now closed until further notice. Travelers arriving in closed Chinese 

cities are expected to register with authorities upon arrival and undergo mandatory health status reporting. 

Individuals arriving from affected areas or who can be suspected of recent contact with those from an 

affected area must undergo a mandatory 14-day quarantine and inspection in their place of residence. 

With this development out of Beijing, it is expected that other major tier-1 cities in China will implement 

similar restrictions in the coming days.  

Around the world, the number of casualties has surpassed that of the SARS epidemic, at 908, 

with more than 3,000 new cases reported today bringing the global infection count to over 40,000. The UK 

has declared the outbreak a serious and imminent threat to public health meaning that infected persons 

will be forcibly quarantined in supported isolation. Amnesty International is reporting that state reactions 

to the outbreak may affect the human rights of millions in the form of censorship, discrimination, and 

arbitrary detention. Incidents of Sinophobia and racism continue to grow around the world, with examples 

of businesses in South Korea, Italy Japan, and Vietnam refusing to serve Chinese guests. 

 

Precautionary measures have not changed per our last update.  

 

Advice for travelers and companies: 
 

- Avoid all travel to the Hubei Province and non-essential travel\transit through China.  

- Expect travel disruptions and plan accordingly.  

- Follow the advice given by authorities.  

- Keep updated on flight restrictions, travel bans, and border closings, as these can be issued with 

short or no-notice.  

- Avoid travelling if you are ill.  

- Seek immediate medical attention if you or your co-travelers experience any of the following 

symptoms: runny nose, cough, headaches, fever and/or shortness of breath.  

- Travelers should exercise suitable sanitary precautions incl. regularly washing hands and avoid 
contact with stray animals. 

- Continue to monitor trusted news sources for virus developments and remain skeptical when reading 

social media. 
- Travelers of Chinese or Asian ethnicity should exercise vigilance against racism or prejudice 

regarding anxiety and paranoia about the virus 

 


