
 
  

 

 
 
 

Coronavirus – Update from Falck Global Assistance  

Update 9: 18.02.2020 

A significant rise in Covid-19 cases was announced on February 12th owing to a methodological 

development in how new cases are diagnosed in China. Whereas before, only laboratory confirmed cases 

were being counted in the official statistics, Chinese authorities are now permitting doctors to clinically 

diagnose patients based on their signs, symptoms, and medical history. While clinical diagnosis is less 

accurate, it is much more effective in containing the viral spread as persons demonstrating symptoms can 

quickly be isolated and treated. This should improve containment outcomes as more potentially infected 

patients are brought into much needed care. Following, the total confirmed number of Covid-2019 cases 

has risen to 70,641 with 1,772 recorded deaths. The first death in Europe was recorded on Saturday in 

Paris, an elderly Chinese man who had recently traveled to Wuhan. Even with 50 cases in Europe, there 

remains no evidence for sustained person-to-person transmission, tentatively illustrating the positive 

effects of containment controls around the world.  

Uncertainty regarding the incubation period of the virus is growing following reports of a 

new case in Henan province, China, of patients who have been diagnosed with the virus well after the 

recommended 14-day quarantine. The WHO recommendation for isolation remains unchanged at 14 days 

for patients that are experiencing symptoms of the corona virus.  Though recent medical research 

demonstrate that the incubation period is as long as 24 days in some patients. This has led a few areas to 

extend the mandatory quarantine period to 21 days, e.g. the Xinxian county in Henan. We will continue to 

monitor trusted sources for updates on best practice. 

In the realm of global containment controls, Israel has expanded its mandatory quarantine 

protocols to include all travelers returning from mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau, Thailand, and 

Singapore. All travelers returning from these destinations are now required to self-isolate at home for 14-

days. It is still to be seen whether this extension of travel restrictions to countries other than China will be 

followed by other countries. We will continue to monitor the situation for new containment controls and 

travel restrictions as they happen around the world.  

Advice for travelers and companies: 
 

- Avoid all travel to the Hubei Province and non-essential travel\transit through China.  

- Expect travel disruptions and plan accordingly.  

- Follow the advice given by authorities.  

- Keep updated on flight restrictions, travel bans, and border closings, as these can be issued with 

short or no-notice.  

- Avoid travelling if you are ill.  

- Seek immediate medical attention if you or your co-travelers experience any of the following 

symptoms: runny nose, cough, headaches, fever and/or shortness of breath.  

- Travelers should exercise suitable sanitary precautions incl. regularly washing hands and avoid 
contact with stray animals. 

- Continue to monitor trusted news sources for virus developments and remain skeptical when reading 
social media. 

- Travelers of Chinese or Asian ethnicity should exercise vigilance against racism or prejudice 
regarding anxiety and paranoia about the virus 


