
 
 
 
Viral infectious disease : Corona virus  

Update on the 23rd of Jan 2020 
 

In recent weeks reports of a viral infectious disease due to a new Corona virus has surfaced. The main area 

of concern is the city of Wuhan in central China but the disease has spread to other areas of southeast Asia 

and most recently to North America and is expected to spread further due to extensive travelling during 

the Chinese new year’s festivities. In several countries in the region airport authorities have started 

screening passengers for recent fever or other signs of airway infection as previously seen during the SARS 

and MERS epidemics. As yet health authorities do not have exact knowledge of how contagious and how 

dangerous the virus is. Deaths have been reported which most likely will mean continued media coverage.  

At this time the mortality rate seems to be significantly lower than we saw with SARS and MERS.  

Infection with this new Corona virus may lead to pneumonia which in weak patients could be fatal. Most 

cases however are mild respiratory tract infections. No specific treatment exists and focus is on eliminating 

further spread of the virus. Treatment focusses on supportive measures. 

FGA is monitoring the situation in southeast Asia where a new Corona-virus is causing alarm. At this time we 

are handling cases within our regular setup. We are monitoring the number of cases being opened due to 

suspicion of Corona-virus infection and we will adjust our setup accordingly. It is expected that cases 

regarding Corona-virus infection will cause extensive delay of repatriation and costs will rise accordingly. 

Even though this infection is most likely less dangerous than may be suggested by the media we are 

prepared to handle both the expected amount of cases and the complexity of the issues regarding travel 

and risk of infection. If case load rises more than expected we are capable of adjusting our setup accordingly 

with dedicated staff in the office handling contact to and from clients. 


