
 
  

 

 
 
 

Coronavirus – Update from Falck Global Assistance 

Update 10: 24.02.2020 

  

 New major outbreaks have emerged in Iran, South Korea and Italy just as the official number 

of newly infected in China continues to trend lower. Tourism and travel in Asia are faltering as airlines 

continue to suspend and cancel flights to affected areas amid new travel restrictions and shrinking demand. 

The economic toll is mounting as supply chains continue to experience disruption and lowered 

consumption in heavily affected areas.  

South Korea has emerged as the largest hot zone outside of China with almost 800 infections 

reported and 7 deaths. The outbreak is centered around the city of Daegu, which is now operating under a 

state of emergency although freedom of movement remains. Authorities are encouraging residents in 

Daegu to self-quarantine with several airlines having suspended flights to and from the city. A number of 

countries have imposed new travel restrictions on persons who have been to South Korea in the past 14 

days. Israel, Bahrain and Jordan have imposed travel bans while others are imposing mandatory 

quarantines.  

 In Europe, the first major outbreak has erupted as more than 150 cases have emerged in the 

Lombardy region of Italy. Efforts to trace the origin of the outbreak in Lombardy are ongoing but so far 

authorities have been unable to determine how this locally transmitted outbreak began. 11 towns are 

under lockdown with local freedom of movement temporarily suspended. Authorities are imposing fines on 

anyone caught entering or leaving the affected areas. Schools, universities, sporting events, festivals and 

some businesses have closed. Aside from brief interruptions in rail travel from Italy to Germany and 

Austria, transport currently remains uninterrupted in Italy and across Europe, but the situation is subject to 

rapid change and it remains to be seen if any further travel restrictions will materialize.  

 In the middle East, Iran has reported 12 deaths – the highest outside China – but only 66 

infections, prompting fears that real infection rates are much higher. A number of countries in the region 

have imposed travel restrictions with Iraq, Turkey, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Armenia closing land borders. 

Lebanon, Kuwait, Bahrain and the UAE have both caught infected persons traveling from Iran. There is 

concern that Iran is unprepared to deal with the outbreak amid the strong international sanction regime 

that may limit the country’s ability to procure essential medical resources. Afghanistan has declared a state 

of emergency in the province of Herat, bordering Iran, as one of three suspected cases tested positive. 

 In China, confusion around containment measures within the country grew as authorities 

issued and then retracted statements announcing the relaxation of travel restrictions in Wuhan, among 

other areas. For now, strict border controls will remain in place in the epicenter of the outbreak with 

officials found responsible for sowing confusion reprimanded. A few Chinese provinces have reportedly 

lowered their Covid-19 emergency response levels as 24 out for 31 of China’s provinces reported no new 

cases.   

 Across South-East Asia, there are unofficial reports of travelers being denied entry if they 

possess any China visa history in their passport. So far this has been reported only at remote border 

crossings where resources are scarce and ability to enact containment measures is very limited. At this 

point, travelers are strongly recommended to use main border crossings where processing facilities are 

more advanced.  



 
  

 

 
 
 

Advice for travelers and companies: 
 
- Avoid all travel to the Hubei Province and non-essential travel\transit through China.  

- Expect travel disruptions and plan accordingly.  

- Follow the advice given by authorities.  

- Keep updated on flight restrictions, travel bans, and border closings, as these can be issued with 
short or no-notice.  

- Avoid travelling if you are ill.  

- Seek immediate medical attention if you or your co-travelers experience any of the following 
symptoms: runny nose, cough, headaches, fever and/or shortness of breath.  

- Travelers should exercise suitable sanitary precautions incl. regularly washing hands and avoid 
contact with stray animals. 

- Continue to monitor trusted news sources for virus developments and remain skeptical when reading 
social media. 

- Travelers of Chinese or Asian ethnicity should exercise vigilance against racism or prejudice 
regarding anxiety and paranoia about the virus 

 

  

  

 


